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Defendant’s Motion to Suspend  
Preliminary Injunction Pending Appeal – 2 

Pursuant to Mont. R. App. P. 22(1)(a)(iii), Defendant Secretary of State Christi Jacobsen 

moves the Court to suspend the injunction it entered on April 6, 2022, against HB 176 and SB 

169 during Defendant’s pending appeal to the Montana Supreme Court. Additionally, the 

Secretary requests the Court modify the injunction it entered against the provisions of SB 169, 

HB 506, and HB 530 that were not challenged by the Plaintiffs in this lawsuit (i.e., HB 169 § 1, 

HB 169 § 3, HB 169 § 4, HB 506 § 1, HB 506, § 3, and HB 530 § 1). In support of this request, 

the Secretary submits the accompanying brief.  

The injunction upends the status quo, imposes a severe burden on Montana’s election 

officials, and would result in significant voter confusion regarding Montana election law at the 

same time Montana is preparing to conduct state-wide elections. The Court should exercise its 

considerable discretion—and delay these unnecessary consequences—by suspending the 

injunction while the Montana Supreme Court considers the Secretary’s pending appeal. 

Expedited review of this Motion is requested because of Montana’s rapidly-approaching 

elections. Counsel for all Plaintiffs’ have been contacted and oppose this Motion.  

Dated this 8th day of April, 2022. 
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