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Montana Democratic Party and Mitch Bohn,

Plaintiffs,

Western Native Voice, et al.,

Plaintiffs,

Montana Youth Action, et al.,

Plaintiffs,

vs.
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Montana Secretary of State, 

Defendant.
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Hon. Michael Moses

DEFENDANT’S MOTION FOR 
PROTECTIVE ORDER RE: DEPOSITION 
OF CHRISTI JACOBSEN

Defendant Christi Jacobsen, in her official capacity as Montana Secretary of State 

(“Secretary Jacobsen” or the “Secretary”) hereby moves the Court pursuant to Rule 26(c), 

Mont. R. Civ. P., for a protective order precluding Plaintiffs from taking the individual deposition 

of Secretary Jacobsen.  
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On June 9, 2022, all of the Plaintiffs served amended notices of deposition to the 

Secretary of State, scheduling the individual deposition of Secretary Jacobsen for June 22, 2022, 

at 9:00 a.m.  However, Plaintiffs have already deposed the Secretary of State through the 

proper procedures of Rule 30(b)(6), Mont. R. Civ. P., and there is no basis to require another 

deposition wherein Secretary Jacobsen herself must personally appear as a witness, as Plaintiffs 

demand.  For the reasons set forth in the accompanying brief, a protective order should issue 

under Rules 26(c)(1) and  26(b)(2)(C)(i)-(iii), Mont. R. Civ. P., precluding an individual deposition 

of Secretary Jacobsen.

Pursuant to Montana Uniform District Court Rule 2(a), the Secretary has contacted 

Plaintiffs regarding this motion, and Plaintiffs opposed the Motion.  The Secretary certifies that, 

pursuant to Rule 26 (c)(1), Mont. R. Civ. P., the Secretary has in good faith conferred and 

attempted to confer with Plaintiffs to resolve this dispute without Court intervention.

Dated this 10th day of June, 2022.

By:  _/s/Leonard H. Smith_____
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Helena MT 59601
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900 N. Last Chance Gulch
Suite 200
Helena MT 59601



Representing: Jacobsen, Christi As Secretary Of State Of Mt
Service Method: eService

David M.S. Dewhirst (Govt Attorney)
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Service Method: eService

David Francis Knobel (Attorney)
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Service Method: eService

E. Lars Phillips (Attorney)
1915 S. 19th Ave
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Matthew Prairie Gordon (Attorney)
1201 Third Ave
Seattle WA 98101
Representing: Montana Democratic Party, Mitch Bohn
Service Method: eService

John C. Heenan (Attorney)
1631 Zimmerman Trail, Suite 1
Billings MT 59102
Representing: Montana Democratic Party, Mitch Bohn
Service Method: eService

Jonathan Patrick Hawley (Attorney)
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Suite 2100
Seattle WA 98101
Representing: Montana Democratic Party, Mitch Bohn
Service Method: eService

Peter M. Meloy (Attorney)
2601 E. Broadway
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Helena MT 59624
Representing: Montana Democratic Party, Mitch Bohn
Service Method: eService

Alexander H. Rate (Attorney)
713 Loch Leven Drive
Livingston MT 59047
Representing: Western Native Voice
Service Method: eService

Fort Belknap Indian Community (Plaintiff)
Service Method: Other Means by Consent

Northern Cheyenne Tribe (Plaintiff)
P.O. Box 128
Lame Deer 59043
Service Method: Other Means by Consent

Blackfeet Nation (Plaintiff)
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10 G Street NE, Ste 600
Washington 20002
Representing: Montana Democratic Party, Mitch Bohn
Service Method: Other Means by Consent

Jonathan Topa (Attorney)
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